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SUBJECT: APPROACH TO THE GOI ON INDIAN OCEAN DEMILITARIZATION 

REF: STATE 105734 

1. 1 SPOKE TO EOREIGN SECRETARY MEHTA THIS EVENING (MAY 10) 

ABOUT AMBASSADOR GOHEEN’S INTENTION OE SEEKING GOI VIEWS 
CONCERNING WAYS THE US AND THE SOVIET UNION MIGHT PURSUE 
INDIAN OCEAN DEMILITARIZATION. I EMPHASIZED, AS INSTRUCTE, 

THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL INTEREST, REEERRING TO THE PARAGRAPH 
IN HIS LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER ON THIS SUBJECT AND 
SPOKE OE THE NEED EOR A QUICK RESPONSE. 

2. MEHTA SAID THAT THE PRIME MINISTER GREATLY APPRECIATED 
THE PRESIDENT'S WARM AND SUBSTANTIVE LETTER AND WOULD 
REPLY SOON. IN REGARD TO OUR QUERY CONCERNING INDIAN OCEAN 
NEGOTIATIONS, HE SIMPLY SAID THAT THEY WOULD RESPOND. HE 
WENT ON, HOWEVER, TO MAKE A GENERAL PRESENTATION OF GOI VIEWS 
ON GREAT POWER RIVALRY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, INDICATING 
THAT IT AEFECTS SMALL, POOR AND NONALIGNED COUNTRIES WHICH 
ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THE STRATEGY OE GREAT POWERS AND SHOULD 
BE ARRESTED OR REVERSED. SPEAKING PERSONALLY HE SAID THIS 
WOULD ALSO AVOID "COMPLICATIONS" IN THE RELATIONS OF NON- 
ALIGNED POWERS WITH GREAT POWERS. HE SAID IT WAS SOMETIMES 
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SUSPECTED THAT THE GOI POSITION ON THE INDIAN OCEAN WAS 
NOT EVEN-HANDED; THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT CORRECT. ITS POSITION 
WAS THAT THERE SHOULD BE REDUCTION AND ELIMINATION OE THE 
GREAT POWERS PRESENCE. MEHTA SAID THAT THE GOI HAS SOMETIMES 
MENTIONED DIEGO GARCIA BUT IT HAS ALSO MENTIONED THAT ALL 
BASES SHOULD BE ELIMINATED. ONE KNOWS, HE SAID, THAT THERE 
ARE OTHER BASES ALTHOUGH "IT IS A LITTLE DIEFICULT FOR US TO 
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FIND OUT ABOUT THEM." FROM PUBLISHED SOURCES, MEHTA EXPLAINED, 
THEY KNEW THAT DIEGO GARCIA HAD THE CHARACTER OF A BASE. 

3. SINCE HE SEEMED SOMEWHAT UNCERTAIN ABOUT SOVIET FACILITIES, 

I DESCRIBED THE SOVIET INSTALLATIONS IN SOMALIA, INDICATING 
THEIR RELEVANCE, IN MY VIEW, TO THE INDIAN OCEAN PROBLEM SINCE 
THE US WOULD NOT UNILATERALLY DEMILITARIZE. I VOLUNTEERED 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND HE SAID HE WOULD WELCOME IT. 

4. WE WILL SEND AROUND TO MEA THE TEXT OF THE lULY 1975 
REPORT OF SENATOR BARTLETT ON HIS VISIT TO BERBERA. IF THE 
DEPARTMENT HAS ADDITIONAL AND MORE CURRENT INFORMATION WHICH 
WE MIGHT MAKE AVAILABLE WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING IT BY 
POUCH PRIOR TO AMBASSADOR GOHEEN'S ARRIVAL. 

SCHNEIDER 
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